Ward County Sheriff’s Department
2012 Annual Report

Investigations Division
The investigations division, which is supervised
by a Captain, is comprised of a Lieutenant, two
Sergeants, and two Deputies. Two deputies are
assigned to the Ward County Drug Task Force as
Narcotics Investigators. The other division
investigators are responsible for investigating
misdemeanor and felony criminal cases. They
handle a variety of criminal investigations (i.e.
theft, burglary, robbery, arson, death cases,
assaults, sexual assaults, computer crimes, internet
crimes against children, financial crimes, fraud,
child abuse/neglect, vulnerable adult crimes, &
animal abuse/neglect cases).
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Investigations Division
The investigations division receives and
reviews all incident reports. Incident reports
are all reported crimes and/or any incidents
that require a written report. In 2012, the
investigations division received 1007 cases
reported. Of those cases, a total of 539
offenses were reported. Of all the criminal
offenses reported, 311 arrests were made.
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Investigations Division
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Warrants
The Ward County Sheriff’s Department
receives all felony warrants from all law
enforcement agencies within Ward County.
The research and service of warrants is the
responsibility of the warrants officer within
the investigations division. In 2012, the Ward
County Sheriff’s Department received 1,701
new warrants for service. At last years end,
1,308 of the warrants had been served.
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Transports
The Ward County Sheriff’s Department
expends a great deal of time and energy
transporting prisoners. Prisoners are
transported to and from the North Dakota
State Prison, detention facilities, court
hearings, psychological assessments, and the
North Dakota State Hospital. In 2012, The
Ward County Sheriff’s Department conducted
520 transports to and from various locations
in the state of North Dakota.
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Patrol Division
Supervised by Lt. Bob Roed, the Patrol
Division is consists of fifteen deputies. The
division is comprised of a Lieutenant, two
Sergeants, and twelve patrol deputies. One
deputy is assigned as a truck regulatory
officer. The Patrol Division provides 24-hour
coverage, seven days a week, including
weekends and holidays.
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Patrol Division
The main duties of the Patrol Division are
traffic enforcement, responding to calls for
service, traffic crash investigations, responding
to crimes in progress, prisoner transports,
serving subpoenas and civil process, and
responding to alarm calls. Deputies also work
extra duties and special events, such as the
North Dakota State Fair, the Norsk Hostfest,
Minot High School hockey games, and various
dances. In addition, deputies participated in
state-funded grant programs, such as Alcohol
Saturation Patrol and “Click it or Ticket.”
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Patrol Division
Because of the dramatic increase in
activity and the number of calls for service
during the last year, it was necessary for the
department to expand to meet the increasing
demands. To meet the demands of the
increased population and level of activity in
Ward County, two additional deputies were
hired in November.
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Patrol Division
Each year for the past several years, there
have been an increase in the calls for service.
This year was truly exceptional in that there
were 10,551 calls for service, an increase of
1,285 calls over last year. That is an increase of
nearly 14%. The following graph depicts the
steady and dramatic increase in activity.
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Patrol Division
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Patrol Division
Because patrol deputies spend most of
their time on patrol, they make frequent
contacts with the public. Many times these
contacts lead to traffic citations. In addition,
many of these contacts reveal that persons
are wanted or need to be served with civil
process. The following graph represents the
traffic citations and criminal arrests generated
by the Patrol Division during the past year.
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Patrol Division
While on patrol, deputies can find
themselves responding to a variety of calls.
Some of these calls will require that deputies
deal with situations in which people have
been consuming alcohol. Some of these
people may be underage or have consumed
enough alcohol so they are not able to take
care of themselves. The following numbers
represent some of those contacts.
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Patrol Division
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Patrol Division
Many times, traffic stops result in searches
and arrests that yield illegal controlled
substances or paraphernalia. The following
depicts those contacts that the patrol division
made last year. Generally, those numbers
were elevated as compared to the prior year.
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Patrol Division
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Patrol Division
Like other areas of responsibility for the
patrol division, domestic violence calls are also
on the rise. For the third year in a row,
domestic violence calls have seen a
considerable increase. The following depicts
this dramatic increase in such calls.
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Patrol Division
Patrol deputies often respond to fights at
bars, parties and public events. Since these
events rarely happen in the presence of law
enforcement, victims are required to sign a
complaint against the perpetrator. In the case of
simple assaults not witnessed by law
enforcement, warrantless arrests are not made at
the scene. Instead, warrants are issued. For
aggravated assaults, a warrantless felony arrest
can be made at the scene. In cases where a
juvenile is involved, a juvenile referral may be
issued at the time.
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Patrol Division
Traffic accidents remain the most common
calls for a patrol deputy. Property damage
accidents make up a majority of the calls.
Some accidents result in minor damage and
do not require that a State Crash Report be
completed. As with areas of responsibility of
the patrol division, there was also an increase
in traffic crashes and reports. The following
depicts that trend.
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Civil Process Division
The Civil Process Division, which is supervised by a
Captain, is comprised of a Lieutenant, one Sergeant
and part-time staff, is responsible for a variety of duties
within the Ward County Sheriff’s Department. Those
duties include, but are not limited to, the service of
civil and criminal process, executing court orders and
judgments, executing the eviction process, assisting
landlords and tenants with disputes, collecting
delinquent personal property taxes, conducting
foreclosure sales for the county, dealing with mental
health persons, escorting prisoners to and from court
and medical appointments, transporting prisoners
across the state to various facilities, and responding to
calls for service.
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Civil Process Division
The record number of foreclosure sales
across the country continues to be on the
minds of many. Even though Ward County
continues to be much less affected regarding
foreclosures as compared to the rest of the
country, Ward County conducted 25
foreclosure sales for the year. This is an
increase of three-fold from the prior year.
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Civil Process Division
The Civil Process Division received 4,894
pieces of civil process last year. In addition, the
division received 1,162 subpoenas to serve.
The division generated $51,653.75 in revenue
from the service of process by years end.
In October 2012, the Ward County Tax
Equalization Office turned over 234 delinquent
accounts to the Civil Process Division for
collection. As of January 2013, all but 11
delinquent accounts have been resolved.
The division received 93 executions of
judgments for collection.
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Ward County Jail
The Ward County Jail Staff is charged with the
care, custody, and control of individuals brought
into the facility for criminal, civil, and/or mental
health proceedings.
In 2012, the jail staff booked 5,097 individuals
into the Ward County Jail on numerous different
charges. 3,981 males were booked into the jail
and 1,077 females were booked. (39 bookings
were not designated as male or female).
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Ward County Jail
Ward County Jail Staff consists of a Captain
Position, a Lieutenant Position, 4 Sergeant Positions, 4
Corporal Positions, and 21 full-time Correctional
Officer Positions. These positions provide care,
custody, and control 24 hours a day seven days a week.
The Ward County Jail continues with the 24/7
Sobriety Program. The program is averaging around
fifty participants. We currently have seventeen alcohol
monitoring bracelets that are all in use. There are over
twenty five participants taking part in twice daily
breath testing and another thirteen on the Drugs of
abuse patch. The numbers are constantly fluctuating
with some participants graduating and others being
added to the program.
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Ward County Jail
The number of prisoners’ times the
number of days incarcerated (Man days)
increased from the previous year. The Man
days increased by 3,953 days. The number of
prisoners coming in to be booked increased by
337.
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Ward County Jail
Man days per year
Year 2012 – 36,274 Man days
Year 2011 – 32,321 Man days
Year 2010 – 26,824 Man days
Year 2009 – 25,253 Man days
Year 2008 – 29,626 Man days
Year 2007 – 23,584 Man days
Year 2006 – 26,369 Man days
Year 2005 – 29,313 Man days
Year 2004 – 23,256 Man days
Year 2003 – 23,197 Man days
Year 2002 – 18,864 Man days
Year 2001 – 18,210 Man days

Cost per prisoner per day
Year 2012 - $52.10
Year 2011 - $54.32
Year 2010 - $67.60
Year 2009 - $66.48
Year 2008 - $52.69
Year 2007 - $62.93
Year 2006 - $53.99
Year 2005 - $59.34
Year 2004 - $57.30
Year 2003 - $54.53
Year 2002 - $61.19
Year 2001 - $61.87
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Any Questions?
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