FLOODING IN NORTH DAKOTA


Flooding is the nation's most common natural disaster and can happen in every U.S. state and territory. However, all floods are not alike. Some can develop slowly during an extended period of rain, or in a warming trend following a heavy snow. Others, such as flash floods, can occur quickly, even without any visible signs of rain. Be prepared for flooding no matter where you live, but particularly if you are in a low-lying area, near water or downstream from a dam. Even a very small stream or dry creek bed can overflow and create flooding

 

Prepare for Flooding

· Property insurance does not typically cover flood damage. Talk to your insurance provider about your policy and consider if you need additional coverage.  Visit http://www.nd.gov/ndins/consumer/details.asp?ID=138 for flood insurance information in North Dakota.  You can contact the Ward County Tax Equalization Office to see if your property is in a flood zone.  
· Keep insurance policies, documents, and other valuables in a safe-deposit box. 

· Elevate the furnace, water heater, and electric panel in your home if you live in an area that has a high flood risk. 

· Consider installing "check valves" to prevent flood water from backing up into the drains of your home. 

· If feasible, construct barriers to stop floodwater from entering the building and seal walls in basements with waterproofing compounds. 

· Get a kit of emergency supplies and prepare a portable kit in case you have to evacuate. 

· Familiarize yourself with the terms that are used to identify a thunderstorm hazard, including understanding the difference between a severe thunderstorm watch and a severe thunderstorm warning.  

· A flood watch or flash flood watch means there is a possibility of flooding or a a flash flood in your area. 

· Be prepared to evacuate. 

· If time allows, bring in outside furniture and move your valuables to higher places in your home. 

· Unplug electrical appliances, moving them to higher levels, if possible.  DO NOT touch an electric appliance if you are wet or standing in water. 

· If you have a car, fill the gas tank in case you have to evacuate. 

· Flood warning means a flood is occurring or will likely occur soon. If you are advised to evacuate do so immediately. 

· A flash flood warning means a flash flood is occurring. Seek higher ground immediately; do not wait for instructions. 

· Purchase an “All Hazards Alert Radio” which provides you with information about severe weather, civil problems such as Amber alerts, or chemical incident. Look for SAME (Specific Area Message Encoding) technology which allows you to monitor only local alerts and filter out distant warnings. They are now available as digital wireless systems as well as, portable electric and battery operated systems, making it convenient to carry them in your vehicle or boat.

· Also, stay tuned to the local radio for advisories and local information.

Visit NOAA.GOV for more weather-related information.

