This application is for a 0.38 acre outlot to be used for a metering station on an existing natural gas
pipeline. . The Mandan Township Board has recommended approval with the following amendment
“to approve the plat with a 40 ft right of way in accordance with the Mandan Township Zoning
Ordinance. It is recommended by the Mandan Township Board that the additional 35 ft be purchased
by the county if required”. The Ward County Water Resource Board returned the plat without
objection, but with the recommendation that a storm water management plan may be required if the
property is (a) developed or subdivided or (b) if an application is made for a building permit; and
that any development as a result of this plat should not obstruct watercourses or divert surface water
flows.
4. Jan and Sally Severance
Application for plat approval for the following described property:
Outlot 1 SE ¼ SE ¼, Section 33-152-86, Anna Township
This application is for a 4.52 acre outlot. The Anna Township Board and the Ward County Water
Resource Board have not yet responded.
D.

Public Hearing

5. R. Scott Patton
Application for variance approval for the following described property:
Outlot 1 of SW ¼ SW ¼, Section 32-156-85, Foxholm Township
This application is for a variance on the above mentioned property. Outlot 1 is 70 feet wide, 300 feet
in length and has an area of 0.5 acres. From the center of County Road 11 to the east lot line is a
distance of approximately 105 feet. An existing home on the property is currently 50 feet from the
County Road. The setback distance requirement for residential buildings that abut County Roads is
125 feet from centerline (Article 20, A, 3). The Ward County Zoning Ordinance allows for variances
due to hardship where it can be shown that “strict compliance with the requirements of these
regulations would result in extraordinary hardship to the subdivider because of unusual topography,
or other such conditions would result in retarding the achievement of the objective of these
regulations” (Article 22, Section 1, B, 4,a and Article 24, Section 8).
The applicant requests that the setbacks for this lot be changed to 50 feet from the County Road, 5
feet from the east property line, and 10 feet from the north and south property lines.
E.

Other business or adjourn

6. Discussion with regard to the priorities of the Planning Commission on zoning ordinance changes.
Attachments cc: Ward County Commissioners,
Regular Mailing List,
Local News Organizations
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The meeting was called to order at 6:58 PM by Chairman Tuttle. Present were Commissioners Fjeldahl, Fegley, Kopp,

Livingston, Schuler and Weppler. Also present was Misty Hester, Secretary.
Moved by Commissioner Livingston, seconded by Commissioner Weppler, to approve the Planning Commission Meeting
Minutes from the December 17, 2015 meeting. Roll Call: All Voted Yes; Motion carried.
Application for plat approval and variance for Norman Sollid on behalf Edward and Jean Heit by the following described
property:
Outlot 6 of Outlot 5 of NE ¼ SW ¼, Section 8-157-81, Margaret Township
The application is for 2.13 acre outlot. The Margaret Township Board has recommended approval. The Ward County
Water Resource Board returned the plat without objection, but with the recommendation that a storm water
management plan may be required if the property is (a) developed or subdivided or (b) if an application is made for a
building permit; and that any development as a result of this plat should not obstruct watercourses or divert surface
water flows.
An approval of this outlot would remove access to the original Outlot 5. The variance request is for Outlot 5 to be by
easement only. The Ward County Zoning Ordinance requires that primary access to a lot cannot be by easement only.
It was motioned by Commissioner Kopp, seconded by Commissioner Weppler, to take it off the table from the previous
meeting. After a brief discussion, it was concluded that no evidence was presented to support the application. The
application was the same as the previous meeting.
Motioned to deny by Commissioner Weppler, Seconded by Commissioner Schuler. All voted yes; Motion carried.
Application for plat approval by Norman Sollid on behalf of Duane and Toni Poynter for the following described
property:
Outlot 11 SW ¼ SW ¼, Section 8-153-81, Sawyer Township
This application is for an 18.64 acre outlot. The Sawyer Township Board has recommended approval. The Ward County
Water Resource Board has not yet responded.
Moved by Commissioner Weppler, Seconded by Commissioner Fjeldahl, to approve based on the approval and
stipulations by the Ward County Water Resource Board. All voted yes; Motion carried.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Tuttle at 7:15 PM.
____________________________________________________
Chairperson, Ward County Planning Commission
Attest:
____________________________________
Deputy Ward County Auditor, Secretary

Jungemann

Knutson

WBI

Severance

Patton
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Remove the boundary of Zoning Resolution #6 and all areas governed by Zoning Resolution #2
can be a part of the Agricultural District.
o Allows for zoning changes for all of the areas zoned by Ward County.
o Would allow the creation of standards for issuing Special Use Permits.
Either after or concurrent with the previous item, create a map of existing land uses in each
township that is zoned by the County.
o Initial draft map created using a combination of property size and tax information.
o Meet with each township to confirm or correct the current uses on the draft map.
o Once changed and a complete list is made1 (after contingent approval by the Planning
Commission and final approval by the County Commission) any non-conforming use
would not be in violation of the ordinance and will continue until such time it was
deemed by the ordinance to not be allowed (if it is “extended, reconstructed or
structurally altered unless the use is changed to one which complies with the provisions
of this regulation2”). Clarify the length of time for abandonment period (Resolution 2
states there (3) years, Resolution 6 states two (2) years- best practices state one (1)
year).
Changes or adjust the list of allowed and permitted uses within each zone.
o Consider if there is a combination of road class and zone that may be used to adjust and
standardize road right of way.
Create a list of the Special Uses that are allowed in each zone.
o This creates a standard that the public can easily interpret.
Administrative lots
o Lots less than two acres used by utilities that if they meet certain criteria can go straight
to the County Commission for approval. The County Commission would retain the ability
to send it back to the Planning Commission if there are any concerns.
Review setbacks requirements
Review the current zoning and determine if there need to be any changes.
Review the Floodplain Ordinance for changes that may apply for the Community Rating System.

Zoning Resolution 6, Article 19, Section 1
Zoning Resolution 6, Article 19, Section 3

